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The Ontario Horticultural Association (OHA) includes
as members more than 280 horticultural societies

in Ontario. Working with its member societies, the
OHA develops and coordinates programs across the

province.

Roadsides, an initiative of the OHA Conservation \
and Environment Committee, will be offered to b ¥
OHA societies in 2010. Other interested groups are ~
encouraged to join the project and need only register

with the OHA.

. . . A Project of
Keeping Ontario Beautiful™ The Ontario Horticultural Association

Conservation & Environment Committee

s

Implementation of Roadsides

Roadsides will be trialed in Fall 2009 and
Spring 2010. The project will be presented
to societies of the Ontario Horticultural
Association for their participation in the
summer of 2010.

Introducing native plants takes time. Each
project will involve a 3-year commitment

by the participating society. Year 1 will be
preparation, planting and watering. Years 2
and 3 are maintenance years necessary to
ensure that the native plants have time to
establish.



% The Initiative

Roadsides is a planting project. The goal of
the program is to plant islands in units of 10
feet by 20 feet (3m by 6m) of native plants
along roads in Ontario.

The initiative has three targets:
1. to provide habitat for native pollinators
2. to preserve native plant species

3. to add a little beauty and charm to Ontario
roadsides.

The Plight of
Pollinators

Human activities have

destroyed many native

pollinator habitats. Those

habitats that remain are

isolated and degraded by

invasive plant species. These

changes to pollinator habitat

have resulted in a reduction of

food sources and sites for mating and nesting.

?j? Some Common

Foods That
Depend On
Pollination

beans, soybeans,
asparagus, broccoli,
canteloupes, tomatoes
cucumber, pumpkins,
squash, almonds,
apples, apricots,
blueberries, cacao,
coffee, coconut,
crabapple, cranberries,
currants, dates,
grapes, huckleberry,
peaches, pears,
plums, raspberries,
strawberries,
watermelon, coriander,
dill, fennel, lavender,
mustard, nutmeg,

tea, pepper, alfalfa,
canola, flax, sunflower,
peanuts

Improper use of pesticides has added to the problems facing our

native pollinators.

The result is lessening numbers of native pollinators across

North America. The US stamp (above) illustrates how seriously
governments and conservation agencies see the pollinator situation.
The islands of native planting produced by the Roadsides project
will provide pollinators with an area in which to feed and breed.

Native Pollinators ,
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Almost 90% of all plant species need help to transfer pollen from
one flower to another. This vital contribution by pollinators is
necessary to start seed and fruit production. See the list to the left
to discover some of our foods that must be pollinated.

Our native pollinators are varied and include bees, butterflies,
moths, beetles and flies, bats and hummingbirds.

As food and breeding places are reduced by civilization, native
pollinator numbers decline, and an important piece of our natural
ecosystem is weakened.

The Roadsides project is a plan to increase native pollinator
habitat by planting appropriate vegetation along the roads of
Ontario.
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